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Tim Decker was appointed as the Director of the Missouri Division of Youth 

Services in January 2007.  For the past 26 years he has served in a variety of 

leadership positions with the Missouri Department of Social Services and the 

Greater Kansas City Local Investment Commission (LINC); one of Missouri’s 

innovative public/private community partnerships focused on citizen engagement, 

local governance, natural helping networks, and neighborhood-based services. 

Tim previously served as a program manager and administrator with the 

Division of Youth Services from 1984 – 1993.  During this time, the agency was 

engaged in major system transformation toward more humane, therapeutic, 

developmental, and effective approaches to juvenile justice.   Tim managed 

programs throughout Missouri’s continuum of care including community, moderate 

and secure care facilities; serving as an Assistant Regional Administrator in the 

Northwest Region. 

 Tim worked from 1994-1995 with the Missouri Family & Community Trust 

statewide system change initiative; and has served as a social worker, therapist, 

and treatment coordinator with agencies in the private non-profit sector.  Tim was 

certified as a national trainer for Families and Schools Together from 1999 - 2007, 

exemplary model prevention program with the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of 

Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP).  Tim earned his degree in Social 

Work and Psychology in 1982 from Park University in Parkville, Missouri and 

completed the Institute for Education Leadership Education Policy Fellowship 

Program in 2007.   

 Tim serves as a frequent presenter on topics such as juvenile justice reform, 

results-based accountability, family and community engagement; and 

organizational leadership, management, and culture change.    


